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�To Whom It May Concern: 
I am writing this letter on behalf of Vanessa delFierro who was a recipi-
ent of your scholarship program. Her education was primarily funded 
by KEF and she graduated from Western Washington University as a 
high school English teacher in 2002.  Since graduation, she has been 
working at Hazen High School in Renton, WA, where she had com-
pleted her internship. This is her 5th year of teaching.  She teaches 9th 
and 12th grade English.  She has been selected as one of five out-
standing teachers in her school district.  She is the recipient of the 
“2009 Ahead of the Class Excellence in Education Awards”.  The 
Mayor of the City of Renton and Renton City Council members, along 
with her colleagues and school district administrators present, honored 
her at the awards ceremony with the Seattle Seahawks spokesperson as emcee. She was 
selected from more than 100 teachers and 9 teams of teachers who had been nomi-
nated.  Two separate committees, consisting of community and business leaders, reviewed 
applications and conducted personal interviews with the teachers to select this year’s win-
ners.  The selection criteria for naming the award winners are based on national standards 
for teaching.  I am proud to report this information to you, not only because she is my 
daughter, but more importantly because she has always been a very productive, caring, 
hard working, conscientious, loving and honest, but also very humble person.  Your scholar-
ships have made her career a possibility and through her she is able to sew into the lives of 
many upcoming productive future contributors to our society.  KEF has been a huge part of 
Vanessa’s success.  God bless you, and from the bottom of my heart…thank you. 

Lovina Dresser –Shareholder 
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To promote the success of our 
students and to smooth their 
paths to a higher education and 
achieving their goals, KEF has 
developed a mentorship program 
that will bring our students       
together, and encourage network-
ing and communication among 
peers.  
 
Participation in this program will 
be required of all degree seeking 
students who are funded through 
KEF beginning in the school year 
2009/10.  This program is de-
signed to network students with 
one another to decrease factors 
such as culture shock and home-
sickness which lead to high drop-
out rates.  Underclassmen will be 
matched with upperclassmen in 
similar fields of study for monthly 
phone calls, emails or meetings to 
encourage and provide support 
for new students. 
 
Students can expect to be con-
tacted within the first two weeks of 
the beginning of school for an 
introduction to the mentorship 
program, and will be emailed a list  
containing mentor/ mentee as-
signments, fields of study, and 
contact emails.   
Updates available on our website. 
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Thank you to our fabulous 2009 donors.  Your contributions have allowed KEF to        
continue operating and to become more effective at our goal of reaching Koniag             
shareholders and descendants with educational opportunities and employment!   
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